
The Alberta RiPAL Network was initiated in 2000

as a project. Its aim was to support adult literacy

educators linking research with practice and doing

research themselves. The Literacy Coordinators of

Alberta (now Alberta Learning) sponsored the project,

in partnership with The Learning Centre Literacy

Association and the University of Alberta’s

Centre for Research on Literacy. The project

was funded by the National Literacy

Secretariat, with Alberta Learning.

The Net wo rk project grew out of va ri o u s

re s e a rch in practice initiatives, including

a 19 97 survey of inte re st in lite ra c y

re s e a rch in practice in Canada, a

seminar about re s e a rch in pra c t i c e ,

and an Alberta-based re s e a rch in

p ractice project about part i c i p a to ry

a p p ro a ches in adult lite racy education

( No rton and Malicky 2000). As well as

p roviding insights about part i c i p a to ry

a p p ro a ches, this project demonst ra ted th e

value and imp o rtance of collabora t i o n s

b et ween pro grams and unive rsities. It also

p rovided recommendations about how to

s u p p o rt re s e a rch in practice effo rts. These

recommendations, along with Horsman and

No rto n’s (1999) fra m ewo rk for supporting lite ra c y

re s e a rch in practice, we re spri n g b o a rds for the RiPA L

Net wo rk project. 

In the first phase of the project, ten lite racy and ABE

e d u c a to rs part i c i p a ted in an on-line gra d u a te cours e

s p o n s o red by the Un i ve rsity of Alberta. Cours e

p a rticipants learned about re s e a rch and pra c t i c e ,

c l a rified their qu e stions or areas of inte re st, and

d eveloped re s e a rch proposals. Those who part i c i p a ted in

the second phase of the project used va rious methods to

c a rry out re s e a rch and met in inqu i ry sessions to share

their learnings. Discussion during these sessions helped

all participants to dig deeper, push at the edges, and

d e p a rt with more qu e stions. Most participants we re also

able to attend the 2001 Gath e ring about lite ra c y

re s e a rch in practice in Edmonton, which was orga n i z e d

th rough the RiPAL Net wo rk. 

D e s p i te ch a l l e n ges, such as perc e ptions about

re s e a rch, confidence about doing re s e a rch and wri t i n g ,

and lack of time for writing, five participants comp l ete d

studies and wrote re p o rts about their learnings. These

re p o rts are now available on the RiPAL we b s i te. As we l l ,

p a rticipants made va rious presentations about th e

p roject and about their re s e a rch at the 2001 Prov i n c i a l

L i te racy Confe rence (Alberta), the 2002 Ra PA L

c o n fe rence in England and at the 2002 Po rt raits of

L i te racy Confe rence in Va n c o u ve r. 

While no longer funded as a project, th e

R i PAL Net wo rk continues as a concept .

P rojects offe red under the Net wo rk

u m b rella include Violence and

L e a rning: Taking Action (VA LTA) and

the Pro fessional Development Pro j e c t

(PDP). Through the VA LTA pro j e c t ,

e d u c a to rs in Alberta part i c i p a ted in an

online course and are curre n t ly ex p l o ri n g

ways to address impacts of violence on

l e a rning. The PDP is inve st i gating what

d e s i res and possibilities ex i st for pro fe s s i o n a l

d evelopment among coord i n a to rs of

community adult lite racy pro gra m s .

In 2002, the RiPAL Network web site

(www.nald.ca/RiPAL) was launched. It provides

information and links about research in practice

networks and projects, events, databases and on-line

resources. Initially an Alberta-based site, it is being

expanded and updated through the collaboration of

interested people in five provinces. The updated site

will be launched in June 2003. 

For more information about the RiPAL Network,

contact mary_norton@eLit.ca. Copies of research in

practice reports can be downloaded at

www.nald.ca/RiPAL or ordered for $5.00 each, plus

shipping, from The Learning Centre, 10116 105

Avenue, Edmonton, AB. T5H 0K2.  
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