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I nviting Learn i n g t a kes us on an intriguing journ ey, which the author descri b e s

as an “accompanied, wa l k- th rough exhibition”. The study uses an ex p re s s i ve, or

a rts-based, re s e a rch appro a ch to develop textual fo rms that port ray ra ther th a n

explain seven key episodes in his adult education practice. Each episode is

p re s e n ted as an installation composed of ‘panels’, each of which contains an

a n e c d ote from Wi l l i s’ practice, a poetized re flection on the ex p e rience, and two

re l a ted panels in which the author seeks to ‘intuit’ and ‘distil’ the ex p e ri e n c e

using met a p h o rical language. The study is an atte mpt to present adult education

p ractice as a lived ex p e rience and to reveal the sense of ri s k, enga gement and

a d ve n t u re ex p e rienced by the author in his wo rk in adult education, and which

he finds missing from the maj o rity of texts that set out to describe or ex p l a i n

adult education and adult learning. 

Taylor, Denny (ed.)

M a ny Families, Many Literacies:  An inte rnational declaration of pri n c i p l e s

Portsmouth, NH. Heinemann Trade. 1997

This is a collection of articles wri t ten by fa m i ly lite racy pra c t i t i o n e rs, re s e a rch e rs

and academics from around the wo rld, examining the dominant appro a ches in

fa m i ly lite ra c y. The articles cri t i c a l ly rev i ew and ch a l l e n ge the assumpt i o n s ,

ste re otypes and slogans – part i c u l a rly those that seek to perp et u a te beliefs about

u n d e re d u c a ted families as the source of many educational and social pro b l e m s

– upon which these appro a ches are often based. Au th o rs include Adele Thomas,

Elsa Au e r b a ch, David Barton and Brian St re et. M a ny Families, Many Lite ra c i e s

p rovides an inte re sting st a rting point from which to examine curre n t

g ove rnment initiatives such as No Child Left Behind in the U.S. and the Early

Ye a rs initiative in Ontario, and points out the need to cri t i c a l ly rev i ew th e

a s s u mptions, intentions, and goals of such initiative s .

Kallenbach, Silja &  Julie Viens

Open to Inte rp retation: Multiple intelligences th e o ry in adult literacy education

NCSALL Reports No. 21

C a m b ri d ge, MA. National Center for the Study of 

Adult Learning and Literacy (NC SALL). 2002

Open to Inte r p reta t i o n re p o rts on The Adult Multiple Inte l l i gences (AMI) St u d y, which

examined the application of multiple inte l l i gences th e o ry in a va ri ety of adult

l e a rning sites and settings. The study consisted of two linked qu a l i t a t i ve re s e a rch

p rojects. The first consisted of 10 studies conducted by te a ch e rs and fa c i l i t a ted by th e

AMI co-dire c to rs. The second was a study across the 10 sites and settings conducted by

the AMI co-dire c to rs. Methods included on-site observations, qu a l i t a t i ve inte rv i ews and

te a cher journals. This ex p l o ra to ry qu a l i t a t i ve study aff i rms the usefulness of multiple

i n te l l i gences th e o ry in adult lite racy education, and points to the need for future

re s e a rch focused on how learn e rs gain from practice based on multiple inte l l i ge n c e s .
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Smith, Christine, Mary Beth Bingman, Judy Hofer, Patsy Medina

Connecting Practitioners and Researchers: An Evaluation of 

NCSALL’S Practitioner Dissemination and Research Network.

Cambridge, MA. National Center for the Study of 

Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL). 2002

The Practitioner Dissemination Re s e a rch Net wo rk was cre a ted to support

s ystematic part n e rships bet ween adult lite racy pra c t i t i o n e rs and unive rs i t y

re s e a rch e rs that would enhance the connections bet ween adult lite ra c y

re s e a rch and practice in the Un i ted St a tes. The re p o rt rev i ews the wo rk of

the net wo rk bet ween 19 97 and 2001. Fo u rteen Practitioner Leaders, adult

basic education te a ch e rs in fo u rteen st a tes, wo rked with NC SALL to identify

p ro grams to serve as re s e a rch sites in which pra c t i t i o n e rs would be

s u p p o rted to do re s e a rch. The Practitioner Leaders conducted their ow n

re s e a rch re l a ted to NC SALL wo rk, and organized study circles which

p re s e n ted NC SALL re s e a rch to pra c t i t i o n e rs and encoura ged pra c t i t i o n e rs to

a p p ly new th e o ries in their lite racy practice. Based on the project and

c o n t ra ry to established opinion, NC SALL discove red that pra c t i t i o n e rs had

a st rong inte re st in conducting re s e a rch, in having opportunities to learn about new re s e a rch findings and

in applying new th e o ries in their pra c t i c e .

Mace, Jane

The Give and Take of Writing: Scribes, literacy and everyday life

London. NIACE. 2002

Jane Mace has wri t ten a th o u g h t - p rovoking re flection on how those who are

“ l i te ra te” –  part i c u l a rly those of us whom she describes as “lite racy addicts” –

imagine and describe those who are not. Using exa mples from film and

l i te ra t u re she reveals the re l a t i ve pove rty of that imagination and descri pt i o n .

As Mace notes, “...th e re is much said about the limited lives of illite ra te

people and ve ry little, outside the wo rld of academic re s e a rch, that shows

i l l i te racy as diffe rent, ra ther than wro n g .” The book is a re f re s h i n g

examination of the role of scribe, a copy i st as opposed to the comp o s e r, as

means to understand that lite ra c y

and illite racy are in fact re l a t i ve, and

that the assumptions th a t

u n d e rlie the deficit

model of lite ra c y

– as we l l

as the more polite, but equ a l ly

d e st ru c t i ve, assumption of

i l l i te racy as disadva n t a ge – ignore

the social context of lite racy and

the lived realities of those who have

been defined as illite ra te.  
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