
Coming to conclusions

The final phase was to begin writing up our

findings. We struck a report-writing committee. At

first, we tried to use only the minutes of our research

circle meetings. It soon became apparent that the

journal entries were important data. We decided we

needed all the data to write about the process and

our findings. Participants handed in their journals.

Almost every journal included extremely personal

entries. We had agreed at the outset of the project to

preserve confidentiality and anonymity, both for

students and participants, and that the journals

would be returned to the practitioners. 

The project coordinator and an assistant coded all

the journal entries according to themes that had

emerged in the circle meetings. A few extra themes

surfaced while they were coding the data. ‘Emotional

rapport’ emerged as a very prominent theme. The

coordinator and assistant verified all themes with data

from the journals and minutes from the circles. Only

then did they begin to write the report. Members of

the report-writing committee revised and edited a

number of drafts. The entire research circle discussed

the report at our final meeting in June of 2004. 

At this last meeting, we evaluated the research-in-

practice circle, and the journaling and reflection

that were such a significant part of it. We felt that

the process of journaling and reflecting had made

us much more aware of what made our tutoring

work. We also agreed that the opportunity to share

our actions, decisions and insights was much too

rare an occurrence in the field of adult literacy. We

concluded that this research process was invaluable

as a tool for professional development. Perhaps it

should not come as a surprise to practitioners who

continually witness their students learning that

firsthand experience, although sometimes painful, is

often the best teacher!  

practice

Corry Wink has worked in the adult literacy field
since 1986. She coordinated a school board program which delivered
small group classes and a community-based program that focused on
one-to-one tutoring. She has recently retired from paid work but
continues to volunteer as a tutor.

Sandy Zimmerman was active in the
adult literacy field for over twenty years in a variety of settings.
She worked as a researcher, a teacher, a student-tutor coordinator
and as a volunteer. She too has recently retired and is very
engaged in community-building activities in her home community
of Apsley, Ontario.
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Improve Your Sex Life…the road to success…up to 50% more… 
is the future in your hands? 

Some sang. 

Sheila Stewart coordinates the Festival of Literacies at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the 
University of Toronto. Her f rst poetry collection, A Hat to Stop a Train, was published in 2003 by Wolsak and Wynn. 

we read on the subway?  Bible, Koran – small enough to fit in 
pockets.  tabloid and ads for free.  The things we read because we 

can’t help it.  
Ads bright as sailboats, draining colour from 

commuters.  Train full of people who have showered.  
Right before me – the perfect face of a stranger, staring ahead 

as if there is no tomorrow.  Staring into space, as if this car holds 
an answer – poses a question.  

– Sheila Stewart 
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